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Class I/Minimal Risk: 

· Normal healthy animal 

· No underlying systemic disease 

· Elective surgical procedures (i.e. OHE, Neuter) 

Class II/Slight Risk: 

· Mild systemic imbalances with no clinical sign of disease 

· Neonatal or geriatric patients 

· Obese or very skinny patients 

· Situations requiring uncomplicated surgery (i.e. simple fracture repair, GI foreign body retrieval in an otherwise healthy patient) 

Class III/Moderate Risk: 

· Pronounced systemic disease 

· Patient showing clinical signs of disease 

· May include patients with: 

· Anemia 

· Mild dehydration 

· Mild hyperthermia 

· Electrolyte imbalance 

· Low-grade cardiac, renal or hepatic disease 

· Mild shock 

Class IV/High Risk: 

· Patient presenting with life threatening conditions 

· Severe systemic disease that continues to be life threatening 

· May include patients with: 

· Severe anemia 

· Severe dehydration 

· Severe hemorrhage 

· Cardiac, renal, hepatic or pulmonary disease 

· Severe hypovolemia 

· Shock 

· GDV (Gastric Dilatation-Volvulus) 

· Diaphragmatic hernia 

· Severe thoracic trauma 

Class V/Grave Risk: 

· Moribund or comatose patient 

· Very profound systemic disease including: 

· Cardiopulmonary disease 

· Advanced hepatic disease 

· Advanced renal disease 

· Advanced endocrine disease 

· Advanced multi-organ system failure 

· Severe shock or trauma 

· Severe head trauma 

· Patients not expected to survive more than 24 hours 

Class E/Emergency: 

· This class is added to any other classification that requires emergency anesthesia 

· Any patient (healthy, unknown health status, or not healthy) that requires emergency surgery to prolong life 

